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The Self-playing Instrument 
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series of  artworks commissioned 

by St James for Kew Bridge West. 

Written by award-winning poet 

Alice Oswald this embedded poem 

creates a new typographic landmark 

in the landscape, transforming the 

very place that inspired it.
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The Self-playing 
Instrument
Written by Seb Emina
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It is the story of the falling rain
To turn into a leaf and fall again
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 Which is the story of the falling rain
That rises to the light and falls again 
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Specimen of Vincent Figgins’ Double Pica Antique typeface, 
1863, held at St Brides typographic library archive, London.



Welding studs to the  
rear of the Corten ribbon.

Above: Removing the stencil and 
counters prior to burnishing the copper. 

Left: Application of the acetic acid  
and mineral salt patination.

Warming the Corten to speed 
the patination process.
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